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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND WORKS, INDIGENOUS TRAINEESHIP PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Housing and Works 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Housing and Works) [9.10 am]:  Yesterday I had the honour of 
presenting graduation certificates to 14 young indigenous Western Australians who have completed their 
indigenous traineeship program with the Department of Housing and Works.  This is an important program that 
provides the invaluable combination of work experience in a government department and a recognised 
qualification - in this case the nationally accredited Certificate III in Business Administration.  This program is 
particularly important because the Department of Housing and Works is a significant provider of services to 
indigenous people in Western Australia.  The department now employs 99 indigenous officers, which is eight per 
cent of its total work force.  Prior to the traineeship program commencing, only two per cent of the department’s 
total work force was indigenous.  It is the department’s aim to have 10 per cent of its total work force to be of an 
indigenous background. 

The Department of Housing and Works is committed to improving the skills and training of indigenous Western 
Australians.  I am especially pleased that six of the trainees from yesterday’s graduation are now permanent 
officers with the department and that another five have found contract positions in the department.  It is 
particularly pleasing that a number of the trainees are now working in the works side of the organisation, where 
they can develop specialist project management and commercial skills that are in high demand in the wider 
economy.   

I take this opportunity to acknowledge each of the trainees who graduated.  They are: Lorraine Perich, Jonathon 
Ayton, Alix Paddon, Raine O’Donnell, Stephanie Ayton, Daneal Buckley, Melanie Gelmi, Leyton Hayden, 
Sharon Ward, Heath Carpenter, Eleanor Lewis, Felicity Bennell, Mark Merendino and Neil Curran.  On behalf 
of the government I congratulate each of the graduate trainees and wish them all the best in their future careers.   
 


